THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL BECK
and had entered into an alliance with both Soviet Russia
and France which, just because it ignored Germany,
gave to that alliance an appearance of encirclement.
On considerations like these, Colonel Beck, as has
already been indicated above, had a poor opinion of the
relative stability of the Chechoslovakian State. But that
does not mean that he had any intention to contribute
to that instability; and when we deal with his action
which terminated in the restitution to Poland of Cieszyn-
Silesia, it is necessary to go over very carefully the course
of events if we are to understand how the question pre-
sented itself to the Polish Minister. To begin with, the
occasion of his action was not an invented one; he did
not determine to seek in cold blood an occasion to wipe
off old scores with Czechoslovakia and then to present
an ultimatum point-blank at her face. The occasion was
already there when the Sudeten Germans began to put
forward demands which every day seemed to get bolder
and more uncompromising and which in the end involved
a passionate call for incorporation into what they called
their Heimat, that is, for absorption into the German
Reich. At first it was supposed that the demands could
be settled by negotiation before they became too extreme,
but when Mr. Chamberkin returned from Berchtesgaden,
after Ms first interview with Hitler, he reported that the
German Chancellor was determined to go to war if the
demands of the Sudeten Germans, as they were made at
that time, could not be met. Then the two Western
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